Closure of pneumonectomy stump fistula using custom Y and cuff-link-shaped silicone prostheses.
Large postpneumonectomy stump fistulas pose a significant problem for thoracic surgeons and interventional bronchoscopists. We present a case of successful rigid bronchoscopic repair of a complete right pneumonectomy stump dehiscence using a custom-built stent made of a sculpted silicone Y stent sutured to a new cuff-link-shaped DJ-Fistula stent. This resulted in rapid symptom resolution, weaning from mechanical ventilation and discharge home in a patient with bronchogenic carcinoma, respiratory failure, and significant other comorbidities that precluded repeat thoracotomy.